Earlier study has shown that a single, normally well-tolerated, intravenous injection of lead acetate increases the sensitivity of the rat to the endotoxins of various gram-negative bacteria about 100,000 times above normal (H. Selye, B. Tuchweber and L. Bertok, J. Bacteriol. 91:884, 1966 ). This species is otherwise comparatively resistant to endotoxins (I. Berczi, L. Bertok, and T. Bereznai, Can. J. Microbiol. 12:1070 ,1966 On this basis of this result, it is possible that VOL. 95, 1968 NOTES the SH groups are necessary for the inactivation or detoxification of endotoxins in macroorganisms. The lead acetate can perhaps inactivate any SH enzymes (adaptive enzymes ?) or other biologically active compounds which play an important part in the inactivation or detoxification of
